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The Threat of Terrorism

Is terrorism really that much of a threat?

2012: 15 incidents in US (2 ended with casualties).

2010: 14 incidents.

2007: 7 incidents.

”If Al Qaeda operators are as determined and inventive as
assumed, they should be here by now. If they are not yet here,
they must not be trying very hard or must be far less dedicated,
diabolical, and competent than the common image would
suggest.” (Mueller, 2006).



Trends in Terrorism The Threat History Defining Terrorism Extra Material

The Threat of Terrorism

Some comparisons:
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The Threat of Terrorism

Global deaths from conflict:
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The Threat of Terrorism

Attacks targeting the US:
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So, Why?

If the data is that clear, why should we care about it?

Why do we need to study it?

Globally - it kills, many people (and injures even more)

Not just western phenomenon Regions

Israel

Pakistan

When its close to you, you care...

NY Boston
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So, Why?

Global attacks increase:
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So, Why?

Global attacks become more deadly:
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So, Why?

Terrorism effects are substantial

September 11, 2001:

Loss of life: Over 3000 dead.

Financial costs.

Government defense policies.

Military Invasion to Afghanistan
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So, Why?

General Public cares about terrorism

2007 Pew Global (47 countries) - respondents in 16 countries
describe it as a very big problem.

Again, not just a western concern - Pew survey polled
Morocco, Lebanon, Pakistan, Peru, Japan and more.

More recent data: Poll2018
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Terrorism: A blitz through History

Brief development of the concept

1 Sicarri (63-73 AD).

2 Assassins (11th-15th centuries).

3 French Revolution - Robespierre ”Reign of Terror”.

4 Anarchists (mid-late 19th century).

5 Revolutionary groups (post-1945).

6 State sponsored (1980’s).

7 ”New Terrorism” (1990’s-2000’s).
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How to define terrorism

Let’s begin with examples:

”The difference between the revolutionary and the terrorist
lies in the reason for which each fights. For whoever stands by
a just cause and fights for the freedom and liberation of his
land from the invaders...”

”The idea that one person’s ’terrorist’ is another’s ’freedom
fighter’ cannot be sanctioned. Freedom fighters or
revolutionaries don’t blow up buses containing
non-combatants...”
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How to define terrorism

Official Government/International Institutions

Outcomes: UN, African Union

Objectives/Motive: US DOJ/FBI, US DoD

Victims: US State Dept.

Saudi Arabia’s Penal Law (2014)

The common element:

The adoption of irregular means in order to accomplish political
outcome.
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Recommended readings

If you are interested in more research on the topic:

1 Boaz Ganor, ”Defining Terrorism: Is One Man’s Terrorist
another Man’s Freedom Fighter?” Police Practice and
Research, Vol. 3, No. 4 (2002), pp. 287-304.

2 Bruce Hoffman, ”Defining Terrorism,” in Inside Terrorism, 3rd
edition (Columbia University Press), pp. 1-43.

3 John Mueller, ”Is there still a Terrorist Threat?: the Myth of
Omnipresent Enemy”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 5 (2006), pp. 2-8.

4 Paul Wilkinson, ”Can A State Be Terrorist?” International
Affairs, Vol. 57, No. 3 (Summer 1981), pp. 467-472.
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Figure: NYC, New York: September 11, 2001.
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Figure: Boston, MA: April 11, 2013.
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Figure: Israel
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Figure: December 2017, Pakistan
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