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Review

What we covered last meeting?

Motivations for territorial disputes.

Political costs of territorial wars (Israel).

An evolutionary approach: Rationality and beyond.

Historical ownership (China).

Spatial proximity and support for solutions.

Tangible and intangible values (west bank, Israeli public).

Questions?? Email me!



Quick review Introduction Defining Terrorism Causes of Terrorism Extra Material

The threat

Is terrorism that much of a threat?

2017-2018: 7 incidents.

2012: 15 incidents.

2010: 14 incidents.

2007: 7 incidents.

”If Al Qaeda operators are as determined and inventive as
assumed, they should be here by now. If they are not yet here,
they must not be trying very hard or must be far less dedicated,

diabolical, and competent than the common image would
suggest.” (Mueller, 2006).
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The threat

Why do we care?

Terrorism kills, and attacks increase. Number Fatalities

Prevalent across the globe. Global

Tragic events. VictimsGlobal

The public cares.
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The definition puzzle

What is Terrorism?

Why do we need a definition?

”...whoever stands by a just cause and fights for the freedom
and liberation of his land from the invaders...”

Official organizations: UN, DOD, DOJ.

Saudi Arabia Penal Law (2014).

Common element:

The adoption of irregular means in order to accomplish political
outcome.
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The definition puzzle

Challenges

High value on legitimacy.

Legitimacy → subjective and inconsistent.

Complicates analysis and comparison of cases.
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The definition puzzle

Scholars

1 Existence of violence.

2 Perpetrators: nonstate actors.

3 Targets: noncombatants.

4 Psychological effects.

5 Explicit political objective.

Scholarly definition (Chenoweth and Moore, 2018)
The intentional use or threat of using force by a non-state actor to
evoke fear in a population to affect a political outcome.
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The definition puzzle

The public

Why does it matter?

Affects on policy.

Public view (Huff and Kertzer 2019)

Objective: ”facts on the ground” (immediate).

Subjective: ”Why and who” (indirect and delayed).

Test: conjoint experiment.
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The definition puzzle

Method/Tactic
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The definition puzzle

Actor/perpetrator
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The definition puzzle

Motivation
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Causes of Terrorism

Strategic approach

Rational choice approach.

The instrumental model.

Interactions as games of political goals.

Main benefit → Parsimony.

Strategic terrorism

A calculated choice based on specific objectives.

Accomplish certain goals with minimum costs.

Terrorism as rational choice.



Quick review Introduction Defining Terrorism Causes of Terrorism Extra Material

Causes of Terrorism

Strategic approach - Assumptions

Actions directed at others - outcomes based on strategic
interactions.

Rational choice - preferences.

Unitary actor. UnitaryActor
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Causes of Terrorism

Strategic approach: Implications

(1) Evaluate adversaries responses.

Expected responses to different attacks (Bin Laden - 2004).

(2) Coercive effectiveness - using costly signals.

Force rival to accept concessions.

(3) Substitution - methods, perpetrators, location.

Learning from success and failures.

Using women as perpetrators: Algerian war (1954-1960).

Attacks shift from west.
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Strategic Terrorism

Substitution in methods
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Causes of Terrorism

Strategic approach: Criticism

(1) Not monolithic.

Organization challenges and problems.

Internal conflicts.

(2) Terrorism is ineffective.

Population backlash and government support.

(3) No learning from failures.

Persist in attacks despite lack of success.
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Causes of Terrorism

Organizational approach

A social perspective on terrorism.

Focus on the inner-working on organizations.

Interactions with other groups.

Main objective

Organization survival.

Terrorism as a tactical innovation.
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Causes of Terrorism

Organizational approach - Assumptions

(1) Organization survival - prime objective.

No political or strategic goal.

(2) Not a unitary actor.

Fragmented organizations with multiple disagreements over
objectives, methods (the Weather Underground - 1969).

(3) Internal conflicts.

Constant instability.

Leaders concerns from internal collapse/challenges.
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Causes of Terrorism

Organizational approach - Implications

(1) Dense environment - more attacks.

Competition, ”outbidding” and survival.

(2) Target rivals and competitors.

Fight over resources (recruits, influence, support).

(3) Sustain ineffective tactics

”Calling card”, transaction costs.

(4) Social recruitment.

Social benefits of group, not political goals.
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Causes of Terrorism

Organizational approach - Implications

(5) Leadership crisis and increase in violence.

Targeted killings (leaders decapitation).
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Causes of Terrorism

Organizational approach - Criticism

(1) Limited empirical evidence.

Not much evidence for ”outbidding” and competition.

(2) Indeterminate outcomes.

Competition → more attacks.

Cooperation → more violence.

How can we falsify the theory?
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Causes of Terrorism

Ideological approach

An individual level view.

Defining ideology.

How a belief system regulates and motivates behavior so that
some become terrorists.

Ideologies

Secular - Marxism extremists, supremacist extremism,
National separatist.

Religious - Islam, Christian, Jewish.
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Causes of Terrorism

Ideological - Assumptions

(1) Preferences matter.

What belief systems justify violence.

(2) Unit of analysis.

Individual or group beliefs.

(3) Beliefs and radicalization.

Cosmic and collective struggle, human sacrifice.

Satisfy supernatural authority.
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Causes of Terrorism

Ideological - Implications

(1) Extreme belief motivate violence.

The audience for secular/religious groups.

(2) Strategic counterproductive behavior.

Ideology as motivation, not utility (rational).

(3) Violence as a goal.

Use violence for the sake of violence (Lebanon).
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Causes of Terrorism

Ideological - Criticism

(1) Correlation is not causation.

Ideology as a cause?

(2) Unobserved.

Can we observe and classify ideologies?

(3) Motivation or post-hoc.

Ideology as driver or justification after the fact?

(4) Policy solutions are immoral.

Profiling individuals, moral norms.
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Recommended readings

More studies on the causes of terrorism:

1 Polo, Sara. (2020). ”The quality of terrorist violence:
Explaining the logic of terrorist target choice.” Journal of
peace research 57, 2, 235-250.

2 D’Orazio, Vito, and Idean Salehyan. (2018). ”Who is a
terrorist? Ethnicity, group affiliation, and understandings of
political violence.” International interactions 44, 6, 1017-1039.

3 Bacon, Tricia. (2018). ”Is the Enemy of My Enemy My
Friend? How Terrorist Groups Select Partners.” Security
Studies 27, 3, 345-378.
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Attacks increase over time
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More victims of terrorism
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Global terrorism threats
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Victims all over the world
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How terror groups are portrayed
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