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Review

What we covered last meeting?

Democratic peace theory.

Liberal, normative views.

Structural, institutional views.

Democratic leaders and war effort.

Criticism - Does public opinion matter??

Trent affair, the Ruhr crisis.

Questions?? Email me!
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Democratic Peace

Why should the public matter?

Democratic leaders and accountability.

Political survival in democracies.

Public reject fighting another democracy? leaders ’follow’.

How can we test it? ask the public...

Method: experiments.
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Public opinion and democratic peace

Geva and Mintz (1993)

Leaders’ incentives structure and conflict behavior.

Avoidance behavior → no positive rewards.

Focus on rewards and not imposed costs.
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Public opinion and democratic peace

Geva and Mintz (1993)

Fighting democracies/non and rewards/costs angle.

Why conflict?

Diversionary theory of war - domestic problems.

Public reject fighting democracy → war is a failed policy →
lower likelihood of such conflicts.

Why experiment? control of causal factor → regime type.

Findings:
1 Less support for attacking democracy.
2 Use of force versus democracy - failure of policy.



Quick review Democratic Peace - the Public Democracies in war Extra Material

Public opinion and democratic peace

A primer on experiments

What are experiments?

Main benefit → direct test of causality.

Reduce concerns of other factors.

Problems: generalize results...

Replicate design: Geva and Mintz (1993) → three samples
(US students and public, Israel students).

Increase number of respondents to strengthen results.
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POLS 318 and democratic peace

Survey task 1

A survey experiment on conflict that involves the US.

Your opinion on decision to attack.

A replication of recent study (Tomz and Weeks 2013).

How do we ’control’ the regime type?

Two versions of the same scenario... 2Versions
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POLS 318 and democratic peace

Your results
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Public opinion and democratic peace

Tomz and Weeks (2013)

Experiment embedded in public surveys (US, UK).

Why public in this context? voting, electing representatives in
congress and control over conflict budgets.

Theory:
1 Regime type.
2 Trade relations.
3 Alliance status.

Mechanisms: Morality and threat perception.
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Public opinion and democratic peace

Tomz and Weeks (2013)

Lower support for attacking democracies Findings

Policy? effect more powerful among engaged citizens.

Mechanisms: morality and threat.
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Democratic Peace

Existing evidence on democracies and war

More likely to win wars.

Why?

Two potential mechanisms:

1 War fighting - effective in fighting wars.
2 Selection - ”I decide which wars I will fight”.
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Democracies in War

Reiter and Stam (1998)

War Fighting Explanation

Democracies are more effective at fighting → winning wars.

Why?

1 Resources - invest in military capabilities.
2 Coalition - join strong allies.
3 Public - leadership, and individualism.
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Democracies in War

Selection Effects Explanation
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Democracies in War

Reiter and Stam (1998)

Selection Effects Explanation

Why being ’selective’??

1 Political survival - regime and winning coalition.
2 Information transparency - media, military advice.
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Democracies in War

Reiter and Stam (1998)

Data: interstate wars (1816-1982).

Democracies → more likely to win (institutional logic).
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Democracies in War

A democratic ’advantage’

So, democracies win more wars.

Yet...

Public has limited tolerance for war costs. PublicWarCosts

Time as a crucial factor.
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Democracies in War

Bennett and Stam (1998)

The Duration question.

Democratic advantage has an ’expiration date’.

Long wars → higher costs.

Shift in public opinion.

As wars persist → dictators gain the ’advantage’.

End conflict → costs of war � benefits of winning.
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Democracies in War

The Duration question LongWar
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Democracies in War

The costs of war

War costs as a critical factor in democracies.

Opposes the desire of leaders to win (public support).

Winning does not always works for politicians.

The price of victory (USSR in WW2).
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The costs of war

Valentino, Huth and Croco (2010)

Mechanisms to decrease costs

1 Mobilize resources - military and public.

2 Casualty-reducing war strategies: mobility vs. attrition.

3 Distance: no civilian casualties.

4 Coalition: more capabilities and ’share’ costs.
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The costs of war

Valentino, Huth and Croco (2010)

Data: war fatalities (military and civilian).

Support for all 4 mechanisms.

And regime?

Democracies suffer less casualties (military and civilian).
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Recommended readings

More studies on democracies and war:

1 Fazal, Tanisha M. (2014). ”Dead wrong?: Battle deaths,
military medicine, and exaggerated reports of war’s demise.”
International Security 39, 1, 95-125.

2 Croco, Sarah E. (2011). ”The decider’s dilemma: Leader
culpability, war outcomes, and domestic punishment.”
American Political Science Review 105, 3, 457-477.

3 Gelpi, Christopher. (2017). ”Democracies in conflict: The
role of public opinion, political parties, and the press in
shaping security policy.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 61, 9,
1925-1949.
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Controlling the causal factor
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Democratic Peace - Public
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Democratic Public and Long wars
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Democratic Public and Long wars
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